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sage practitioners whose venerable locks have becom(
grey in experience; nay, he is considered as using
stratagems to make himself more notorious, and illi.

berally judged to be seeking popularity, rather that:

pursuing the hallowed design of benefitting the humar
raice. But what says Sydenham? 11 I find, says he,
that it is better to assist mankind than to be com-
mended by them, for popular applause is lighter thar
a feather-a bubble-and less substantial than a dream!’’
The defects, therefore, of an established opinion, o]

system, must not be stifled on account of its anti-

quity. In making these remarks, I divest myself oi
all presumption or arrogance ; I respect and desire
the co-operation of all in the profession, howevel

humble, in laying before the non-professional publi(
the importance of so desirable an object as baths for the
poor. Thus the well-intentioned and and well-principled
advocate of their utility, who has thrown all his weight
into the right scale, however small that weight may be,
must be considered as having contributed his fair propor-
tion towards this great work.

In Weymouth, we have for the first time conceived the
necessity of having a fund for supplying the working
.classes and indigent sick with warm-baths, and have
originated a scheme for its being established ; to encou-
rage which, the director of the excellent bathing establish
ment, lately erected here at some thousands of pounds
expense, has liberally proposed to let those individuals
have them at one shilling each, which is only one-third
of the price commonly charged. This proposal cannot be
too highly eulogised, nor can any effort on our part be
considered too great to cause the public to respond to so
generous a proposal.
The difficulty of getting funds, as well for building

baths where they are not, as for their after-support, is
completely obviated here; for not only is the expense oi
building sustained by the liberal proprietor, but also all
other expenses entailed by attendants, &c. And, more-
over, as I have said, a reduction is made of two-thirds oi
the price on each bath! We trust this example will be
followed by all other establishments of this kind. To
show how such a movement is valued, I may remark
that of the few who have already used the cheap baths,
more than one-third paid for them themselves ; but the
other two-thirds are too poor to pay even anything. It
is for these, then, that we propose the establishment of a
’fund, which we hope to beg from the pockets of the rich.
The plan we have adopted, which, perhaps, may be

imitated by others, is the following, viz., we have issued
collecting cards, and have arranged, on each card, " that
the highest individual subscription be not more than five
shillings ; that the whole amount of subscription on each
card be -not more than one pound; and that each card
contain space for eight names, so that eight subscribers
may fill a card at two shillings and sixpence each, or it
may be filled by four at five shillings each. This arrange-
ment has been made, in order to bring it within the

power of many to subscribe, and to obviate the well-
.known fact, that many willing to contribute to a charita-
ble object, are often prevented doing so by seeing the
.names of others down in a subscription list for a larger
sum than their means would enable them to imitate ;
therefore they do not subscribe at all ! Our reasons for

limiting the subscriptions will further appear judicious,
when it is known that many charitable institutions exist
here supported chiefly by the inhabitants and visitors.
How, therefore, a further demand might be made, not-
withstanding its necessity, became a matter of serious
consideration. After some cogitation, however, we be-
lieved that the sympathy which has always been mani-
fested by the higher classes with the struggling sons of
toil, was a sufficient warrant for laying before them a
measure, the importance of which, I have already said,
effects the whole community ; this done, there was none
openly to gainsay, and, without further pretext, the above
scheme was then made publicly known. But lest it
it might be said that we had no just right to curb the
liberal spirit of subscribers, it is also stated on the back
of each card " that donations to any amount may be for-
warded to the treasurer without cards." At the same

time, those who subscribe through those cards, according

to the above arrangement, shall be considered as having
contributed their fair proportion to the charity.

I fear I have already trespassed too far upon your valu-
able space, but I hope to have another opportunity of
shortly addressing you on this important subject.
Weymouth, May 11, 1844.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.

ACADEMIE DE MEDECINE, PARIS.&mdash;JuNE.
DURING the greater part of the month of June

the Parisian academy has been the theatre of the most
angry and violent debates ; indeed, its oldest members
scarcely remember having witnessed discussions of so
stormy and personal a character. The importance of the
subject discussed has been, however, we are sorry to say,
far from commensurate with the attention which has been
bestowed to it. Our readers will remember that a couple
of months ago a memoir was read before the academy by
M. Malgaigne, in which that surgeon impugned the
statement of M. Guerin, the orthopedist, respecting the
success of his treatment of curvature of the spine by
tenotomy. M. Malgaigne stated that he had been able
to examine twenty-four of the fifty-seven cases thus
treated by M. Guerin, and had not met with a single case
of cure, although that practitioner had published and
extensively circulated a statement in which he pretended
to have cured twenty-four, and greatly ameliorated
twenty-eight, out of the fifty-seven cases alluded to.
M. Malgaigne concluded by demanding a committee of
the academy to inquire into the correctness or non-

correctness of M. Guerin’s statements, on the ground that
M. Guerin, being a member of the academy, that body
was, to a certain extent, interested in the point at issue.
The academy acceded to the request of M. Malgaigne,
and a committee was appointed composed of M. Cloquet,
M. Baudelocque, M. Roux, M. Velpeau, and M.

Amussat, to investigate the results of M. Guerin’s novel
mode of treating curvature.
The practice of M. Guerin, it must be remembered, is

already undergoing the scrutiny of a committee named
by the administration of the hospitals, at the request of
his colleagues. The object of this latter committee is to
ascertain whether his treatment of deformities in general
is really so peculiar and so successful as to sanction a
violation of the rules that regulate the admission of
surgeons and physicians to the Paris hospitals, those
rules having been violated when M. Guerin was located
at the Hopital des Enfalls by the administration. M.

Guerin, taking advantage of the existence of this com-
mittee, stated that he thought the one named by the
academy useless, indeed, supererogatory, and, conse-

quently, refused in any way to assist its labours. He
himself states that he has only been neuter,-has merely
failed to render assistance,-but the members of the com-
mittee appear to think that he has, in reality, thrown
obstacles in their way. However this may be, it is cer-
tain that out of the fifty-seven cases operated on during
the last few years, the committee has only been able to
induce one or two to attend its meetings. Under these
circumstances it was proposed by a member that the
committee should personally call at the dwellings of the
patients, as the latter could not be prevailed upon to
attend. This proposal was at once agreed to by MM.
Roux, Velpeau, and Baudelocque, but was opposed by
MM. Cloquet and Amussat, on the ground that it was
contrary to the dignity of a committee of the academy,
contrary even to professional etiquette and 66 co)tvenance’2
to visit the patients of a practitioner against his will, -to
pry, as it were, into his practice. Meeting with this

opposition, the majority thought it advisable to refer to
the academy, in order to ascertain what course was to be
pursued; whether the majority was, as is usual in such
cases, to proceed without the approbation of the minority,
or whether the committee was to desist from its labours.
Many of the most eminent members of the academy

took an active part in the debate that followed. On the
side of the minority of the committee it was urged that
there were other than scientific interests at stake in the
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investigation, and that the academy had no right to
force the privacy of the patients of a medical prac-
titioner.
To this objection it was answered that the motives of

the academy, in appointing a- committee, were purely
scientific. M. Guerin, himself a member of the aca-

demy, had introduced a novel operation for treating a
very common disease, and had announced results so ex-
traordinarily successful as to give rise to great surprise,
to say the least, in the minds of the profession. The

veracity of these results had been denied by another sur-
geon, in a communication read before the academy. The

academy was, therefore, perfectly authorised, on scientific
grounds, to nominate a committee of inquiry; the more
so, as M. Guerin had courted investigation by the very
great publicity he had given to the results which he
stated he had obtained, and had even, nine months ago,
himself demanded a committee. As to its being beneath
the dignity of a committee of the academy, or contrary
to professional etiquette, to call on patients, such an ob-
jection could not be sustained. On several occasions the
committees of the academy had attended patients at
their own dwellings; as, for instance, when the vaccina-
tion committee sat. Moreover, a medical practitioner did
not acquire a vested right in a patient because he had
treated him, and had no power to sequestrate him, espe-
cially when he had published the case. The plea of there
being another committee already appointed to examine
into the merits and demerits of tenotomy was, also, of no
value, as that committee was only to investigate cases
actually under treatment, whereas the committee of the
academy had nothing to do with the present or future,
but merely with the past, that is, with the fifty-seven
cases respecting which so much had been said.
The debate at last terminated, after several divisions,

by the academy requesting the committee to con-

tinue its labours regardless of the minority. Thus has

ended, for the present, this memorable discussion ;
memorable, inasmuch, as by repeated divisions, the right
of a public body to investigate the veracity of published
assertions through the examination of the patients
alluded to, even should the medical practitioner object
to such investigations, has been consecrated. Should
we ever be possessed of a " Royal Academy of Medicine
and Surgery," as it is to be hoped we eventually shall,
the decision may not be unimportant, even to ourselves.
We shall lay before our readers, in due time, the result of
the researches of the committee, which has really an im-
portant scientific question to decide.

VESICO-VAGINAL FISTULA.

M. Segalas presented to the academy a woman on
whom he had operated for vesical calculus, and for vesico-
vaginal fistula. She had been already treated by several
Parisian surgeons, when she applied to him four years
ago. On examination he found tat she presented the
above diseases. The fistula was caused by a laborious
delivery, and the calculus appeared to be the result of the
fistula, or, at least, of the vesical catarrh which it had
occasioned. M. Segalas, after destroying the calculus by
lithotrity, operated in the following manner:-He had
remarked that when the speculum was introduced the
urine, which generally escaped without interruption,
ceased to flow by the accidental orifice, and resolved to
take advantage of this circumstance in the treatment. A
small gum-elastic sound was introduced into the bladder
by the ureter, and then he applied the speculum which
he had formerly used, one with four valves. He then
cauterised the margin of the fistula with the nitrate of
silver. The speculum was retained during two days, and
becoming painful was withdrawn ; the catheter, which
acted as a syphon, remaining. The result of this first
operation was favourable, as the fissure lost several lines
of its diameter. It was repeated several times, and each
time with a favourable result. At a later period M.
Segalas no longer introduced the speculum, merely cau-
terising the fissure, and making his patient empty her
bladder at short intervals. In the course of three months,
under the influence of this treatment, the fistula healed
completely, and has not, since then, reopened. This

ease, observed M. Segalas, was well worthy of notice

when it is considered that vesico-vaginal fistul-e with loss
of substance are considered by the most eminent surgeons;
to be nearly always incurable.
M. Blandin stated that vesico-vaginal fistuise, more.

especially those in which the lower part of the body of the
bladder was concerned, were certainly very difficult to
cure. There were, however, a few cases in which a cure
had been effected. What contributed to render these
latter fistulae so difficult to cure was that owing to their
situation the ureters were concerned in the solution of
continuity. The case of M. Segalas might only have been
a case of urethro-vaginal fistula. As a proof of the
bladder being compromised, M. Segalas had mentioned
that the urine flowed uninterruptedly, but this was not a
proof, as this also occurred in nstulse of the neck of the
bladder.

DEBATE ON THE PRESENT DIRECTION OP O’PHTHAL-

MOLOGY.

The paper on scrofulous ophthalmia, which we noticed
lately, has given rise to an interesting debate on the

present direction of ophthalmological studies. Ophthal-
mology has been much cultivated of late years in Paris
where the German school has several talented representa-
tives. On the other hand, Beer’s doctrines respecting
specific diseases of the eye, and his minute localisation of
inflammation, have met with opponents among the most
celebrated surgeons of the day. The subject is, therefore,
one which is calculated to excite considerable interest in
the academy. We shall, however, defer our account of
the debate until it is concluded.

ACADEMIE DES SCIENCES.-JuNE.

LIGATURE OF THE EXTERNAL ILIAC ARTERY.

M. Malgaigne communicated the results of an op-era-
tion which he has successfully performed, and which has’
only succeeded four times in Paris, the ligature of the
external iliac artery. The artery was tied, on the Itth of
February last, on a young barrister, for a very voluminous
aneurism which occupied the left groin, and ascended as
far as the spinous process of the ilium. A single ligature
was applied, which fell on the morning of the sixteenth
day. In five weeks the wound was nearly closed, when,
on the thirty-seventh day, the aneurismal tumour

ruptured on the side of the wound, and destroyed the
cicatrix. This accident, however, was not followed by
serious consequences, and on the I 1 th of May, three
months after the operation, the patient was again able to
plead. There was still a small suppurating surface re-
maining, but it soon cicatrised. At present the general’
health is good ; the left limb is as large, as warm, and aa
strong as the other, although no arterial pulsations are
felt. The incision was nearly vertical, inclining towards
the umbilicus. There were no traces of hernia.

NEW MAGNETIC FLUID.

MM. Thilorier and Lafontaine have presented to the
academy a memoir containing the result of a series of
experiments which they have lately made, and which,
they say, establish the existence of a new imponderable
fluid. This fluid, which they call nervous, is classed by
them between electricity and magnetism. M. Arago has
undertaken to go through the experiments with the

authors, and to report on them to the academy. The

experiments quoted were made with a galvanometer.

REVIEWS.

On Dysmen01Thaea and other Uterine Affections in con-

nection with Derangement of the Assimilating Functions.
By EDWARD RIGBY, M.D. London: H. Renshaw"
1844. Pp. 140.

Dr. RIGBY’S treatise is an -attempt to apply to dysmenor-
rhcea, leucorrhoea, and other uterine affections, the views
of Dr. Prout with reference to the chemical laws which

regulate the human economy in health and in disease.
Taking a general view of the results of deranged assimi.
lation, both primary and secondary, Dr. Rigby states
that at first the impurities of the vitiated circulation are


